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ELIGIBILITY FOR SDA 
 
What if you have been funded for SDA at a different design category than you wanted, or to 

live with someone else when you wanted to live alone? 

 

If you have been funded for an SDA type that you believe doesn't meet your needs, you can ask for a 

Review of a Reviewable Decision – see: www.ndis.gov.au/participants/how-review-planning-decision  

 

This is the same as you can do for any decision the NDIA makes about your supports that you don't 

agree with. You will need to provide new reports and information to explain why you believe the 

decision is wrong, and clearly show the evidence for what you want instead. 

 

 

Can anyone speak to the SDA possibilities for people with Dual Sensory Loss to live on their 

own? 

The SDA design category Improved Liveability is housing that has been designed to improve 

‘liveability’ by incorporating a reasonable level of physical access and enhanced provision for people 

with sensory, intellectual or cognitive impairment. SDA housing can have on-site support (i.e. with on-

site overnight assistance) which may support someone to live on their own, knowing there is support 

immediately available if needed.  

 

 

When applying for SDA, should you apply for a range of options e.g. under Fully Accessible 

design category, but provide the SDA Panel with building type options such as an apartment 

or 2 or 3-bedroom house, or should you pinpoint one option only? 

We would suggest describing the person's needs, functional capacity and what is really important to 

them in their life, including their NDIS goals. Then provide evidence about which design category and 

the building type or types that would meet those needs best. In the SDA Rules 2020 at:  

www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2020L00770/Explanatory%20Statement/Text, Section 15.1 notes that 

the NDIA CEO may determine more than one SDA building type, SDA design category or location in 

relation to an eligible participant.  

 

 

How would someone be considered for an Improved Liveability or Fully Accessible category if 

they are expected to meet criteria of extreme functional disability/high support needs? 

If considering SDA, it is important to link with an allied health professional to provide a housing 

assessment that would include the person's current living situation, their housing needs and 

preferences, and ideal housing and support model.  

 

An NDIS participant may have an extreme functional impairment in the areas of selfcare or self 

management. If the person has a sensory, intellectual or cognitive impairment, they may need support 

immediately available or on-site, they may be recommended Improved Liveability design.  

Another NDIS participant may have an extreme functional impairment in the area of mobility. If the 

person uses a wheelchair and requires accessible features throughout their home, they may be 

recommended Fully Accessible design.  
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